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of Amiea^returned to office in May 1804, and at once en-
deavoured to remedy this unhappy and perilous state of affairs.
His measures, though hardly as successful as he had hoped,
did at any rate produce some effective results ; his scheme
was to raise by means of parish quotas 80,000 militiamen, who
were to form a permanent reserve for the regular army, and
eventually to be organised into second battalions of the line4
regiments. Other defensive measures were also taken, such
as the erection of fortifications at strategic points and the
organisation of local resources in transport; but Pitt's main
policy was directed from the first to the formation of a new
alliance of the European powers, which should find employment
for Napoleon and his Grand Army elsewhere than on the
Channel coast. Early in 1805 Russia and Austria had joined
with England to form the Third Coalition, to which it was
hoped Prussia would also adhere, and preparations for the
attack on France were at once set on foot.
Meanwhile Napoleon, seeing the storm - clouds gathering
fast, redoubled his efforts to draw off or evade the British
squadrons, which held his navy closely blockaded in the French
ports and rendered impossible of accomplishment his pro-
jected invasion of England. More than once a small naval
force did in fact succeed in slipping out from one harbour or
another and causing alarm in the West Indies, but all his
schemes for concentrating an adequate covering fleet in the
Channel finally broke down before the vigilance of the British
admirals—partly, also, no doubt owing to the lack of enterprise
on the part of the executants. At length the Emperor resigned
himself to the inevitable, and swinging his army eastward from
the Straits of Dover found ample consolation for his disappoint-
ment in the magnificent campaign which compelled the
capitulation of one enemy army at Ulm, gave him possession
of Vienna, and finally overthrew in irretrievable ruin the
combined hosts of Austria and Russia on the fateful morning
of Austerlitz. The Third Coalition was blown to fragments,
and Napoleon reigned undisputed master in Europe, though
Nelson's victory of Trafalgar had established on a sure basis
England's undisputed supremacy at sea.
Pitt,^the artificer of the Coalition, did not survive the
destruction of the machine at which he had so diligently
laboured, and early in 1806 sickened and died. It is as
impossible to deny his political ability and high personal
character as to praise him as a Minister of War, and, as will
be seen, the last two military enterprises initiated by him were,
as regards vagueness of purpose and wastefulness of force, of
a piece with all those he had undertaken in the past.

